Introduction
============

Multiple organ dysfunction (MOD) is the leading cause of morbidity and mortality in patients admitted to an intensive care unit (ICU).

Objective
=========

To study the relationship between MOD and mortality in severe acute pancreatitis (SAP) together with bacterial infections, surgical techniques as well as clinical and biological markers.

Material and method
===================

A prospective study of clinical results and laboratory testing and image techniques made in 100 patients treated in the ICU over 6 years, from 1991--96.

Results
=======

See Table.

Conclusion
==========

MOD score higher than 2 is related to serious pancreatitis. It is important to preserve different organ functions together with nosocomial vigilance with the support of biological markers just to indicate specifif antibiotherapy if sepsis is present, and surgery in early phase as a last resort.

                             Survival                                           
  -------------------------- ---------- ------ --------- ----- ------ --------- -----------
  Age                        72         61.7   13.8      28    69.8   11.3      0.005
  RCP 48 h                   34         25.7   22.4      10    68     43        0.05
  S. Calcium 48 h            67         7.6    1.4       24    5.7    1.4       0.000
  Albumin 1 Week             34         2.1    1.5       13    1.6    1.1       ns
  N. Dysfunction Organ       68         0.98   0.71      27    3.1    1.03      0.000
  MOD Score^\#^              68         2      1.5       26    7.8    3.2       0.000
  N. Bacteria Inf. Abdom.    26         1.3    0.98      15    2.9    1.9       0.04
  N. Surgery                 52         0.8    0.4       22    1.3    0.86      0.01
  Days onset surgery         40         12     4.7       18    3.6    2.1       0.003
                             *n*        \%     N Group   *n*   \%     N Group   *P*^\*\*^
                                                                                
  Biliar etiology            46         66     72        15    60     28        ns
  Sepsis                     18         27     69        14    64     24        0.008
  Marsupialization^\*\*\*^   9          22     40        7     38     18        0.002

^\*^*t* Test. ^\*\*^Chi Square. N., number; RCP, reactive C protein, S., serum. ^\*\*\*^Included if is biliar colechistectomy. \#*Crit Care Med* 1995; **10**:1638-1652
